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CMA AUSTRALIA NEWS
CMA Australia at Net Zero Institute event: Critical Minerals: the race for global resources, Sydney 20 May
CMA Australia supports TESEP
Kate Vershinina, ESG Expect shares her insights on ESG and efficient exploration 

AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRY NEWS
Critical mineral gallium attracts miners and explorers to regional WA
Wyloo and Hastings form Yangibana partnership 
Rio Tinto joins forces with Codelco 
Juukan Gorge: Five years later
Liontown Resources announces successful application to the WA Government’s Lithium Industry Support
Program
These NSW mines hold untapped critical minerals

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT NEWS
A first for Queensland’s critical minerals
Australia’s minerals stockpile to tackle ‘distorted’ rare earths market
Australia ready to play dirty against China’s rare earths manipulation 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2025

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Chinese battery maker Hithium expands global footprint amid US-China rift, rising demand
US pauses export of airplane and semiconductor technology to China 
United States and Saudi Arabia engage in energy and critical mineral deals
US Chamber of Commerce comments on Section 232 Investigation of Imports of processed critical minerals
and derivative products
MP Materials signs partnership with Ma’aden to strengthen rare earths supply chain to the Gulf
US advances critical minerals strategy with ten additional projects
Less Common Metals establishes strategic presence in France to support EU supply chains

BIG PICTURE THINKING
Congressional hearing confronts contentious deep-sea mining
Global critical minerals outlook
IEA: Critical Minerals for Energy face greater risks
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Read more...

EVENT: Transitioning Australia - Japan Energy Partnership, Recalibrating to
New Realities

Melbourne, 16 July 2025

Join the AJBCC for the second instalment of its series: 'Transitioning Australia-Japan
Energy Partnership'. This year's theme will be 'Recalibrating to New Realities' and
will again see a premier gathering of industry leaders, innovators, and policymakers
shaping the future of the Australia-Japan energy relationship, and two sessions on
critical minerals and battery energy issues.

Register here
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CMA Australia joins University of
Sydney Net Zero Institute event on
The Global Race for Resources

Sydney |  20 May 2025

On May 20 our MD, Namali Mackay, participated in a
public panel discussion at the University of Sydney’s Net
Zero Institute on the geopolitical complexities of critical
minerals supply chains and Australia’s role in it -
alongside:

Professor Deanna D’Alessandro, Director of Net Zero
Institute
Professor Marjorie Valix, the Net Zero Institute’s
critical minerals pillar lead
Professor Susan Park, global governance expert
Andrew Petersen, the CEO of the Business Council
for Sustainable Development Australia

Kate Vershinina, Sustainability and ESG Expert at SRK Consulting
shares her views on ESG issues. 

Engagement is Crucial for Efficient Exploration 

Perth | 27 May 2025

A world of greater awareness and enlarged social consciousness, depleting resources,
and a growing population has changed the ESG landscape. We know this.
Biodiversity disruption is a far more common community objection nowadays, and
water use and quality is regularly a major source of conflict if not managed. These are
just two standard examples, but the list of considerations is growing.

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/early-stakeholder-engagement-crucial-efficient-kate-vershinina-lzihc/?trackingId=VlVoiDFNTU%2BcEoBSDMuvMA%3D%3D
https://ajbcc.glueup.com/event/transitioning-australia-japan-energy-partnership-133685/
https://www.sydney.edu.au/engage/events-sponsorships/sydney-ideas/2025/critical-minerals.html#deanna
https://www.sydney.edu.au/engage/events-sponsorships/sydney-ideas/2025/critical-minerals.html#marjorie
https://www.sydney.edu.au/engage/events-sponsorships/sydney-ideas/2025/critical-minerals.html#susan
https://www.sydney.edu.au/engage/events-sponsorships/sydney-ideas/2025/critical-minerals.html#andrew


CMA Australia supporting Teacher Earth Science
Education Programme (TESEP) 

CMA Australia recently met with Jill Stevens,
Chairperson of the Teacher Earth Science
Education Programme who shared some of the
excellent efforts they’re making in the education
sector – to create enthusiasm for earth sciences
amongst school children, by training teachers. The
aim of the (TESEP) is to develop confident, well-
equipped and enthusiastic teachers of Earth and
Environmental Science (EES).  
 
Each year, in most states and territories, TESEP
runs up to 55 face-to-face Professional
Development (PD) workshops, 5 to 10 field trips
and 25 free national webinars, particularly in
regional areas. They have also created an
outstanding Australian Rock and Critical Mineral Kit
for schools – with each physical kit being
accompanied by rock and mineral stories that can
be presented virtually. 
 
Their philosophy is that teaching Earth &
Environmental Sciences (EES), is not just about
rocks but the rock stories and understanding the
history of the Earth. It also  provides future
geologists with the science to explore for resources
and take a sustainable approach. Jill says it’s
important for teachers and students who are
hearing about critical minerals and the energy
transition to understand where it all starts. From
their work they’ve found that teachers with a multi-
faceted, multi-science viewpoint are grasping the
big picture story better and students are asking
deep-thinking questions. 
 
We are keen to support the TESP and encourage
you to get in touch if you would like to do the same
– as the TESP’s important work relies on external
funding and support.  
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SA teachers with TESEP Critical Minerals Kit, 2024.
N. Qld Castle Hill Field trip for teachers, 2024.

Photo source:  TESEP
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Rio Tinto joins forces with Codelco

Rio Tinto has partnered with Chile’s state-
owned miner Codelco to progress the Salar de

Maricunga lithium project.
The partnership aims to develop and operate a

high-grade lithium operation in the Atacama
region...

Read More

Australian Mining| 20 May 2025
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AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRY NEWS

Juukan Gorge: Five years later

In May 2020, Rio Tinto was searching for iron
ore at its Brockman 4 mine in Western Australia.

As part of the mine’s expansion, Rio Tinto
conducted a blast at Juukan Gorge[...]. The blast

resulted in the destruction of Aboriginal
heritage sites...

.
Read More

Australian Mining | 26 May 2025

Critical mineral gallium attracts
miners and explorers to regional WA

China, the world's largest supplier of gallium, has
banned exports to the US, creating an opportunity

for Australian miners. Gallium is used to make
"lightning speed" computer chips...

 
Read More

ABC News | 14 May 2025

Liontown Resources announces
successful application to the WA
Lithium Industry Support program

As part of this assistance, Liontown will receive a
U$15M (US$9.6M) interest-free loan.
Repayment will commence quarterly...

Read More

Project Blue | 13 May 2025

Wyloo and Hastings form
Yangibana partnership

Wyloo and Hastings Technology Metals have
officially formed the Yangibana joint venture (JV),

marking a key milestone for one of the world’s
most advanced rare earths projects.

Read More

Australian Mining | 19 May 2025

These NSW mines hold untapped
critical minerals

A state-funded strategy to unlock critical
minerals and high-tech metals in mine waste is
showing promising results across New South
Wales...

Read More

Australian Mining | 12 May 2025

https://www.australianmining.com.au/rio-tinto-joins-forces-with-codelco/
https://www.australianmining.com.au/juukan-gorge-five-years-later/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-05-15/critical-mineral-gallium-mining-western-australia/105267898
https://projectblue.com/blue/news-analysis/1202/liontown-resources-announces-successful-application-to-the-wa-government%E2%80%99s-lithium-industry-support-program-
https://www.australianmining.com.au/wyloo-and-hastings-form-yangibana-partnership/
https://www.australianmining.com.au/these-nsw-mines-hold-untapped-critical-minerals/


Australia’s minerals stockpile to
tackle ‘distorted’ rare earths

Rare earth and lithium producers are cautiously
backing the Australian government’s proposed

critical minerals strategic reserve, amid fresh
details and ongoing concerns over its design.

[..’
The plan aims to establish a stockpile of critical

minerals to bolster national and allied supply
chains.[..] the policy has started to take shape...

Read More

 Australian Mining| 26 May 2025
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AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT NEWS

Australia ready to play dirty against
China’s rare earths manipulation

Resources Minister Madeleine King has a simple
message for those who suggest the Albanese

government’s critical minerals stockpile
represents a deliberate attempt to manipulate

the market: Get real... 
.

Read More 

Financial Times | 26 May 2025

A first for Queensland’s critical
minerals

Construction of the Queensland Resources
Common User Facility has commenced,

bolstering the state’s critical minerals sector.

To be situated at Cleveland Bay Industrial Park,
the Queensland Resources Common User

Facility will act as a hub to trial production
processes for commercialisation and enable

prospective miners to begin producing mineral
samples at scale...

 
Read More

Australian Mining | 22 May 2025Photo source:  Australian Mining

Photo source:  Shutterstock
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INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS
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Chinese battery maker Hithium
expands global footprint

The world’s third-largest maker of energy
storage systems plans to open its US$100

million Texas facility later this year....

Read More

SCPM.com | 29 May 2025

US Chamber of Commerce
comments on Section 232
Investigation 

On May 16, the U.S. Chamber submitted
comments responding to the Federal
Register Notice issued by the Commerce
Department’s Bureau of Industry and
Security (BIS) on the Section 232 National
Security Investigation of Imports of
Processed Critical Minerals and Derivative
Products.

Read More

US Chamber of Commerce | 19 May 2025

US and Saudi Arabia engage in
energy and critical mineral deals

During his recent trip to the Middle East, President
Trump secured a deal with Saudi Arabia regarding

minerals and energy cooperation.

Read More

 Institute of Energy Research | 29 May 2025

US pauses exports of airplane and
semiconductor technology to China

President Trump has stopped some critical
products and technologies made only in the US
from flowing to China, flexing the government’s

power over global...

Read More

The New York Times | 28 May 2025

MP Material signs partnership with  
Saudi’s Ma’aden...

The partnership between MP and Ma’aden aims
to establish a complete rare earths value chain

within Saudi; encompassing mining, separation,
refining, and magnet production...

Read More

 Project Blue | 15 May 2025

US advances critical minerals
strategy...

The White House has added ten critical mineral
production projects to the Fixing America’s Surface

Transportation (FAST)-41 transparency initiative...

Read More

 Mining Technology | 5 May 2025

Less Common Metals establishes strategic
presence in France to support EU supply
chains
 
A UK-based manufacturer specialising in rare
earth metals and complex allow systems has
chosen France to further develop partnership
and facilitate a Western World supply chain...

Read More

Lesscommonmetals.com | 20 May 2025

Photo source:  Shutterstock

https://www.scmp.com/business/china-business/article/3312121/chinese-battery-maker-hithium-expands-global-footprint-amid-us-china-rift-rising-demand
https://www.uschamber.com/international/u-s-comments-on-section-232-investigation-of-imports-of-critical-minerals
https://www.instituteforenergyresearch.org/international-issues/united-states-and-saudi-arabia-engage-in-energy-and-critical-mineral-deals/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/28/business/economy/jet-engine-chip-software-exports-to-china.html
https://projectblue.com/blue/news-analysis/1206/mp-materials-signs-partnership-with-ma'aden-to-strengthen-rare-earths-supply-chain-in-the-gulf-
https://www.mining-technology.com/news/us-critical-mineral-fast-track/
https://lesscommonmetals.com/less-common-metals-establishes-strategic-presence-in-france-to-support-eu-supply-chains/


BIG PICTURE THINKING
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IEA: Critical Minerals for energy face
greater risks 

According to Mining Weekly, the International
Energy Agency (IEA) pointed out in its latest annual

report, Global Critical Minerals Outlook, that the
increasing concentration of supply in a handful of

countries and the spread of export restrictions have
heightened risks for the global critical minerals

market.
The report provides the latest data and analysis on

the supply-demand balance and investment in
energy-related critical minerals such as copper,

lithium, nickel, cobalt, graphite, and rare earths.
.

Read More

NewsMetal.com | 26 May 2025

Global Critical Minerals Outlook

Despite this rapid demand growth, major supply
increases – led by China, Indonesia and the
Democratic Republic of the Congo – exerted
downward pressure on prices, especially for
battery metals.
The swift increase in battery metal production
highlighted the sector’s ability to scale up new
supply more quickly than for traditional metals like
copper and zinc. 

Read More

 IEA | May 2025

Congretional hearing confronts
contentious deep-sea mining issues

Several developments last months are likely to
shape the future of the controversial deep-sea

mining industry. A congressional hearing on the
subject highlighted the widely touted promise of

seabed mining and its perils.

Read More

C&EN | 9 May 2025

Photo source:  Shutterstock

Photo source:  C&EN

Chart source:  IEA.org

https://news.metal.com/newscontent/103343283/iea-critical-minerals-for-energy-face-greater-risks
https://www.iea.org/reports/global-critical-minerals-outlook-2025/executive-summary
https://cen.acs.org/environment/water/Congressional-hearing-confronts-contentious-deep/103/web/2025/05
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DATE(S) EVENT HOSTS/PARTNERS LOCATION
     

MAY 20 MAY Net Zero Institute: Critical Minerals Event Sydney University Sydney, Australia

JUL

1-2 JUL Future of Mining Aspermont Perth, Australia

16 JUL Transitioning Australia-Japan Energy

Partnership

Australia-Japan Business Cooperation

Committee

Melbourne, Australia

23-25 JUL Noosa Mining Investor Conference AMETS Noosa, Australia

30 JUL Mine Waste & Tailings Conference 2025 AusIMM Brisbane, Australia

AUG 4-6 AUG Diggers & Dealers Mining Forum Diggers and Dealers Kalgoorlie, Australia

SEP 2-4 SEP AusIMM Critical Minerals Conference 202 AusIMM Perth, Australia

OCT 21-23 OCT IMARC 2025 IMARC Sydney, Australia

DEC 2-4 DEC Resourcing Tomorrow Mines and Money London, UK

Calendar of events 2025 Do you know of an upcoming event that's not listed?
Email: admin@cmaaustralia.org

https://www.sydney.edu.au/engage/events-sponsorships/sydney-ideas/2025/critical-minerals.html
https://www.future-of-mining.com/australia?device=c&position=&matchtype=p&network=g&utm_term=mining%20industry&utm_campaign=%7Bcampaignname%7D&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&utm_content=%7Badgroupname%7D&hsa_acc=8162518963&hsa_cam=22328728710&hsa_grp=179082536089&hsa_ad=738572454628&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-300447148528&hsa_kw=mining%20industry&hsa_mt=p&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22328728710&gbraid=0AAAAADuzdOj_Zg8JeW-b9h23CobNMPJSo&gclid=Cj0KCQjwoZbBBhDCARIsAOqMEZW-_8jYyLuD4tLzDx7tRskForfK4bLfTWhkfnNfkvg5w_LvQEkmEyYaAiQNEALw_wcB
https://www.future-of-mining.com/australia?device=c&position=&matchtype=p&network=g&utm_term=mining%20industry&utm_campaign=%7Bcampaignname%7D&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&utm_content=%7Badgroupname%7D&hsa_acc=8162518963&hsa_cam=22328728710&hsa_grp=179082536089&hsa_ad=738572454628&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-300447148528&hsa_kw=mining%20industry&hsa_mt=p&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22328728710&gbraid=0AAAAADuzdOj_Zg8JeW-b9h23CobNMPJSo&gclid=Cj0KCQjwoZbBBhDCARIsAOqMEZW-_8jYyLuD4tLzDx7tRskForfK4bLfTWhkfnNfkvg5w_LvQEkmEyYaAiQNEALw_wcB
https://ajbcc.glueup.com/event/transitioning-australia-japan-energy-partnership-133685/
https://ajbcc.glueup.com/event/transitioning-australia-japan-energy-partnership-133685/
https://amets.com.au/event/noosa-mining/
https://www.ausimm.com/conferences-and-events/life-of-mine-and-mine-waste-and-tailings-conference-2025/
https://www.diggersndealers.com.au/
https://www.ausimm.com/conferences-and-events/critical-minerals/
https://imarcglobal.com/
https://resourcingtomorrow.com/
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